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Unit Title: Unit 4:  Integrated Research Project 
 
Unit Designers: Maxine Shane, Marcia Bickford 
 
Level(s): Grade 4 

 
Time Span: 10 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                    Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts  Mathematics        Science & Tech             Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
People and events have had a major impact on our history.  Students will read, research, 
and explore ways to develop a deeper understanding of how these people, products, and 
events have impacted our lives.  They will describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, 
using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  Students will conduct 
short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.  They will write routinely over 
extended time frames and use informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly.   
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
MLR 
Reading  
A.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students read and draw conclusions from texts, within a 
grade appropriate span of text complexity, by applying their knowledge and strategies of 
comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetics, and fluency. 

a. Use a range of strategies as they read including constant monitoring, searching, 
connecting, and inferring to deepen their understanding of the author’s message.  

c. Determine the meaning of unknown words by using a variety of strategies 
including using the context of text, word connections, and a dictionary.  

d. Use phonics including syllable types, word parts, word families, common prefixes 
and suffixes to read fluently and build meaning as they read.  

e. Fluently and accurately read text, within a grade appropriate pacing, phrasing, 
intonation and expression. 

A.3. Informational Texts:  Students read and summarize informational texts, within a 
grade appropriate span of text complexity, for different purposes. 

a. Generate questions, with support, that can be answered using text features and 
 information found within the text. 
b. Use organizational text features including titles, tables of contents, chapter 
 headings, a glossary, or an index to late information. 
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c. Demonstrate understanding by identifying answers in the text. 
d. Students follow simple two or three step written directions. 

 
Common Core Reading Standards 
RI.4.1:  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
RI.4.2:  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 
RI.4.3:  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the 
text.  
RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
RI.4.5: Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 
RI.4.6:  Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or 
topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 
RI.4.9:  Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 
RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
RF.4.3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

RF.4.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary. 
 
MLR 
Writing  
B.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process with an emphasis on the 
development of a central idea, for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

a. Select a purpose for writing.  
b. Pre-write using graphic or other structures to organize their ideas. 
c. Establish an organizing structure and maintain a consistent focus.  
g. Edit for correct grammar, usage, and mechanics.  
h. Create legible final drafts.  

B.3. Argument/Analysis Expository:  Students write to identify and explain a position 
to an identified audience. 

b. Discuss a central question or idea by using relevant supporting facts and details. 
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Common Core Writing Standards 
W.4.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and 
sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., 
another, for example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic.  

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.4.7:  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
W.4.8:  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of 
sources. 
W.4.9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.  

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a 
character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

W.4.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
MLR 
Research 
C.1. Research:  Students create, identify, and answer research questions by gathering 
information from print and non-print sources and document sources and communicate 
findings. 

a. Identify key words and concepts related to research questions making adjustments 
when appropriate. 

b. Locate and access information by using organizational features.   
c. Collect and organize information for a specific purpose. 
e. Understand plagiarism and demonstrate appropriate citation. 

 
MLR 
Language  
D.1. Grammar and Usage:  Students use the parts of speech, and vary sentence structure 
to communicate. 
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a. Use forms of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and pronouns.  
b. Use simple and complex sentences. 

D.2. Mechanics:  Students apply the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling to 
communicate. 

c. Punctuate correctly. 
d. Capitalize correctly. 
e. Spell high frequency grade level words. 

 
Common Core Language Standards 
L.4.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 
e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments 

and run-ons. 
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

L.4.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use correct capitalization. 
b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a 

text. 
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 
MLR 
Listening and Speaking  
E.1. Listening:  Students apply active listening skills. 

a. Attend and respond appropriately to classmates and adults 
b. Ask clarifying questions. 
c. Follow multiple step oral instructions.  

E.2. Speaking:  Students use active speaking skills to communicate effectively in a 
variety of contexts. 

b. Speak using eye contact, clear enunciation, and gestures for emphasis and 
appropriate volume and rate.  

c. Share information summarized from reading, listening, or viewing and forming a 
position on a topic, supporting the position with a variety of print and non-print 
sources. 

 
Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 
SL.4.2:  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
SL.4.4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
SL.4.5:  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
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Key Pre-Requisites: 
Knowledge: 
 How to read and comprehend informational text 
 Understand informational text features and search tools 
 Understand the purpose of reference materials (encyclopedia, almanacs, 

informational texts) 
 Describe the relationship between a series of events.   
 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.       
 Use text features and search tools. 
 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a 

text. 
 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two 

texts on the same topic. 
Skills: 
 Write routinely over extended time frames and on informative/explanatory texts 

to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.   
 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
 Recall information from experiences or gather information. 
 Write routinely over extended time frames. 
 Report on a topic. 
 Increase fluency rates while reading informational texts.  
 Identify key facts from informational text and explain how they support the main 

idea. 
 Use a variety of strategies to support comprehension of text(s) (connect, predict, 

question, visualize, infer, determining importance, and synthesis).  
 Reflect and make appropriate judgments about what has been read. 
 Use syllable types, word parts, word families, prefixes and suffixes to support 

vocabulary acquisition. 
 Participate appropriately in discussions. 
 Use active listening skills and appropriate speaking skills. 
 Develop ideas and improve conventions; learn basic organization, word choice 

skills, and sentence fluency. 
 Provide a concluding statement. 
 Write persuasive focused on central idea, after pre-writing experiences. 
 Learn to recognize and use informational text features. 
 Determine the meaning of words and phrase as they are used. 
 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of the text. 
 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English. 
 Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for 

adding suffixes to base words. 
 Use spelling patterns and generalizations in writing words. 
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 Use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and reason. 
 Consult reference materials. 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

 Questions drive research. 
 Asking questions provides clarity and a deeper understanding. 
 People and events have had a major impact on our history.  
 Research requires a variety of skills and strategies 
  

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
 What skills and strategies are required to conduct research? 
 How can we gather information effectively and efficiently? 
 Why is it important to ask different types of questions? 
 Why is it important to have more than one resource? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Knowledge: 
 How to formulate questions for research 
 How to use research tools and techniques 
 How to organize information  
 How to present information 
 How to select essential facts  
 Information can be gathered from print and non-print sources 
Skills: 
 Organize information in a logical sequence 
 Create graphic organizers  
 Develop note taking skills 
 Expand questioning techniques 
 Read informational text 
 Writing a report 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

 Written reports 
 Graphic organizers 
 Charts 
 Oral discussions 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 Read a variety of non-fiction texts. 
 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 
 Instructional/interactive non-fiction read-alouds  
 Appropriately leveled independent reading texts 
 Shared Reading 
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 Guided Reading 
 Shared Writing 
 Writing mini-lessons 
 Writing Conferences 
 NECAP released items 

 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Student reading levels will be adjusted as needed. 
 Writing conferences will further individual writing skills. 
 Independent studies 

 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement? 

 Extended Learning:  PowerPoint presentations 
 Word processing 
 Videos or oral recordings of informational text may be used 

 
Instructional Resources: 

 Maine State testing released items at www.maine.gov/education/  
 Informational text found in Book Room 
 Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6, Fountas & Pinnell 
 Units of Study for Primary Writing: Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports, 

Lucy Calkins 
 Units of Study for Teaching Writing Grades 3-5: Launching the Writing 

Workshop, Breathing Life into Essays, Literary Essays: Writing About Reading, 
Lucy Calkins 

 Individual student RIT scores from NWEA testing are used to plan instruction.  
Find DesCartes at www.reports.nwea.org/login on the left margin under data 
tools. 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Assessment:  Research Paper 
 

http://www.maine.gov/education/
http://www.reports.nwea.org/login

